A GRAMMAR OF THE 


/ do is fometimcs ufed fuperfiuoufiy, as, /do love, I 
did love j fimply for / love , or I loved but this is confi- 
de! cd as a vitious mode of fpeech. 

It is ibmetimes ufed emphatically i as, 

I do love thee, and when I love thee not , 

Chaos is come again. Shaktfpeare. 

It is frequently joined with a negative j as, 1 like her , 
hut I do not love her -, I wijhtd him fuctefs , but did not 
help him. 

The Imperative prohibitory is feldom applied in the 
fecund perfon, at leaft in profe, without the word do ; 
as, Step him , but do not hurt him ; Praife beauty, but do 
vet dote on it. 

Its chief ufe is in interrogative forms of fpeech, in 
which it is ufed through all the perfons ; as. Do J live? 
Doth thou flrtke me? Do they rebel? Did I complain? 
Didft thou love her ? Did /he die ? So likewife in nega- 
tive interrogations ; Do I not yet grieve ? Did Jbe not die ? 

Do is thus ufed only in the fimple tenfes. 

There is another manner of conjugating neuter verbs, 
which, when it is ufed, may not improperly denominate 
them neuter pn/fives , as they are infiedted according to 
the paffive form by the help of the verb fuftantive to be. 
They anfwer nearly to the reciprocal verbs in French ; 
as, 

I am ri/en , furrexi, Latin ; Jc me fuis leve, French. 

I was walked out, exieram j jc m’etois promene. 

In 3 ike nianner ue commenJy exprefs the prefent tenfc ; ts f J am 
going, to. 1 am grieving, ifako. t>he is living, ilia moritur. The 
tempeft is raging, funt p> c cel la I m purfumg an enemy, Irtjlem 
inftquow. So the other tenfe^ as, Wt v.wr irvyr^ 

1 hu\'f butt v-citht?g y 1 la l been walkings 1 ft: nil or niLill 

be ^walking. 

These is another manner of ofing the a flive participle, which 
£ 3Ve ' it a palhve figmfication ; as, JTe grammar is now printing, 
gtammatka jAm nunc clartis impripiitur, The brafs is foiging, am 
ixcuduntur. J his is, in my opinion, a vitious exi reflion, pro* 
bably corrupted from a phrafe more pure, but now foroewhat obfo- 
lete : The book is a printing, + 7 be brah u a forging ■ a being properly 
at * and printing and forging verbal ncum %nifying aftion, according 
to the analogy of this language* * 

U he indicative and conjunctive moods are by modern writers fre- 
quently confounded, or rather the conjunctive is wholly negJe&ed, 

when fame convenience of verification does not invite iu revival, k 
is ufed among the purer writers after f t though f ere, before, whether, 
txapt, tmlifs , v hat/otrjfr, <u ljj?t>crzer i and words of wifliing ; 
Dsuhtlefa t fau art our father, though Abraham be moron { or ui and 
Ifraii acknowledge mu * ' 

Of Irregular Ye r b s. 

The Englilh verbs were divided by Ben Johnfon Into 
four conjugations, without any reafon arifing from the 
nature of the language, which has properly but one 
conjugation, fuch as has teen exemplified ; from which 
all deviations are to be confidered as anomalies, which 
are indeed in our monofyUable Saxon verbs and the 
verbs derived from them very frequent ; but almoft all 
the verbs which have been adopted from other languages 
follow the regular form- ° 

Oar verbs a ie obkrved by Dr, Wallis to be irregular only in the 
formation oi the preterite, and its principle. Indeed, In die fcantk 

nnh of our conjugations there j* fcarcely any other place for irre- 
gularity* 

The firft irregularity, is 
the regular form, by rapid 

traftion : the laft fy liable ed is often joined with the 
former by fuppreffion off; as, lov'd ior loved after 
c, eh, Jb, f, k, x, and after the confidants/, th, when 
more firongly pronounced, and ibmetimes after m, n, 
y\ if preceded by a flior t vowel, t is uftrd in pronun- 
ciation, but very feldom in writing, rather than d ; as 
phe't, fimteh't , fi/l't, wak't , dweft , fmel't ; for plac'd 
j Hatch'd, fi/h'd, •wax'd, dwel'd, find'd or placed , Snatched 
fifhed, waked, dwelled , /fuelled. * 

Thole words which terminate in / or U, or p, make 
t'leir preterite in t , even in folemrs language ; as crept, 
felt, dwelt fornctimcs after .v, ed is changed into / • 
as, vext : this is not conftant. 3 ’ 

A long vowel is oltcn changed into a fhortone ; thus, 
kept, Jlept, wept, crept, / wept •, from the verbs, to keep, 
to fteep, to weep, to creep, to /weep. 

Where d or t go before, the additional letter d or t , 
in this contracted form, coalefbe into one letter with the 
radical d or t : if t were the radical, they coalefce into t * 


a flight deviation from 
utterance or poetical con 


but if d were the radical, then into d or /, as the one or 
the other letter may be more eafily pronounced : as 
read, led, /pread, peed, fared, bid, hid, chid, /ed, bled, bred 
/ped, /trid, rid ; from the verbs, to read, to lead, to 
/pread, to faed, to /tread, to bid, to hide, to chide , to feed, 
to bleed, to breed, to /peed, to pride, to fade , to ride. 
And thus, caft, hurt, coft , burji, eat, beat , Jweat, fa 
quit , f mil , writ , bit , hit , met, /hot •, from the verbs, to 
caft, to hurt, to coft, to burji, to eat, to beat, to /went 
to Jit, to quit, to finite, to write, to bite, to hit, to meet 
to faoot. And in like manner, lent, fent , rent, girt • 
from the verbs, to lend, to find , to rend, to gird. 

The participle preterite or paffive is often formed in 
en, inltead of ed-, as been, taken , given, J lain , known 
from the verbs to be, to take, to give , to /lay, to know. 

Many words have two or more participles, as not 
only written, bitten, eaten, beaten , hidden , chidden, faot- 
ten, choj'en , broken', but likewife writ, bit, eat , beat 
hid, chid, fact, chofie, broke, are promifeuoufly u led in 
the participle, from the verbs to write, to bite, to eat, 
to beat, to hide, to chide, to faoot, to cboefe, to break, 
and many fuch like. 

Jn the lame manner fawn, /hewn, hewn, mown, 
louden, laden, as well as /ow'd, jbew'd, hew’d, mow'd, 
loaded, laded, from the verbs to fow, to /hew, to hew 
to mow, to load, or lade. ’ 

_ Concerning thefe double participles it is difficult to 
give any rule ; bur he (hall feldom err who remembers, 
that when a verb has a participle diftlnft from its pre- 
terite, as write, wrote, written, that diftinbe participle 
is more proper and elegant, as The book is written, is 
better than The book is wrote, though wrote may be ufed 
in poetry. 

There are other anomalies in the preterite. 

i. Win, /pin, begin, /whn, firike, /lick, Jing, fling, fling, 
ring, wring, fpnng, /wing, diink, fink, /brink, /link, 
come, run, find, bind, grind, wind , both in the pre- 
terite imperfect and participle paffive, give wen , /pun, 
begun, Jwum, /truck, fiuek, fang, flung, flung, rung, 
wrung, fiprung , fiivung, drunk, flunk, farunk, hung , come, 

/ an, pound , bound, ground, wound. And molt of them 
are alio formed in the preterite by a, as began, rang, 
/p/ang, drank, came, ran, and lome others ; but 
mofl: of theic are now oblblete. Some in the participle 

paffive likewife take en, as flricken, flrucken, drunken, 
bounden. 

2 - h ght, teach, reach, fleck, be/eech, catch, bun, bring, 
thnk work, make /ought, taught, r aught, /ought, be - 
/ought, caught, bought , brought, thought, wrought. 

But a great many of theie retain likewife the regular 
roim, as t cached, reached, befieebed, cate bed, worked. 

3 . Take , /hake, far/ake, wake, awake , /land, break, 
Jpeau, bear, /hear, /wear, tear, weave, cleave, flrive, 

1 :! , ca l J e f faint* rifle, ari/e , finite, write , bide, abide, 

n / c ff s > ckufe, trtad, get, beget , forget, fiethe, make 
in both preterite and participle took, forfook, woke , 
awoke, flood, broke , /poke, bore, /here, jwore, tore, 
wore, wOl-i, t love, prove, throve, drove, fljone, rofi, 
a? o/e, /mote, wrote, bode, abode, rode, cho/e, trade, get, 
flgpt, j ergot, fad. But we fay likewife, thrive , rifle, 
faf raid, rid. In the preterite fbme are 

ike Wife formed by a, as brake, flpake, bare, /hart, 
jware, tare , ware, clave, gat, begat , far gat, and per- 
haps fome others, but more rarely. In the parti- 
ciple paffive are many of them formed by en, as 
taken, fljaken, farfaken , broken, flpeken, born, /horn, 
/worn, torn worn, woven, cloven, thriven , driven, rip, 
jm t ten, ridden, cho/cn, trodden, gotten, begotten, forgot- 
ifahjodden. And many do likewife retain the analogy 
^ ff pfff awa ^t /beared, weaved, leaved, 

4- Cave I d, fit, make in the preterite gave, bade, 
m l Doth bid P “ mdple pair ‘ vc > ****»» bidden,' fatten but 

a f grow, throw, blow, crow like a cock, 

thrif/f' h nuk , e their P me drew, knew, grew, 

rtf'? tif’ ‘T’’ ftw l /““■ • theic cacti- 

c pits paffive by a, drawn, known fnowp proem 

tT/f /r* >“■ ^ & V«f S 

it Lpatci^ Jir t'- ,rom *= ° id «"'> 
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Of Derivation. 

That the En S !ift language may he more eafily Hood, « « 

neccffarv M enquire how its derivative words are deduced irorn ' - 
primitives, and how the primtaves are boi rowed Iron, od.er la. 

I" this enquiry J fliall lome times copy Or 
fometimcs endeavour to iupply his deletes, and rectify his errours. 

Nouns are derived from verbs. 

The thing implied in the verb as done or produced, 
is comm on Iv cither the prefent of the verb as, to Jove, 
love-, to fright, a /right-, to fighr, a. fight-, or the pre- 
terite of the verb, as, to ft like, I ft rick er ft rook, a prove. 

The aftion is the fame with the participle prefent, as 

loving, /righting, fighting , fir iking. 

The a^enr, or periun afting, is denoted by the lyi- 
].ible er added to the verb, as lover, frighter , jlrikcr. 

Subftantives, adjeiftives, and ibmetimes other parts 
of fpeech, are changed into verbs: in which cafe the 
vowel is often lengthened, or the confonant foftened ; 
as, a houfe, to hon/e \ brafs, to braze ■, glafs, to glaze ■, 
,grafs, to graze-, price, to prize j breath, to breathe-, a 
fifh, to /fa \ oyl, to ml\ further, to further-, forward, 
to forward ; hinder, to boinder. 

Somet mes the termination en is added, efj eciaily to 
adjectives ; as, hafte, to ha/ten length, to lengthen -, 
ftrength to firengthen fliot t, to faorten % faft, to faflen ; 
white, to whiten-, black, to blacken-, hard, to harden-, 
fuft, to /often. 

From fubftatuives are formed adjectives of plenty, by 
adding the termination v *, as, a Ioufe, leu/y we; 

; health, healthy might, mighty ; worth. 


worthy wit, witty lull, lufiy -, water, watery, earth, 
earthy, wood, a wood, woody, air, airy, a heart, 
hearty -, a hand, handy. 

From fubftantives are formed adjectives ol plenty, by 
adding the termination ful, denoting abundance ; as, 
joy, joyful-, fruit, fruitful-, youth, youthful-, care, care- 
ful-, ufe, u/eful delight, delightful plenty, plentiful 
help, helpful. 

Sometimes, in almoft the fame fenfe, but with fome 
kind of diminution thereof, the termination fame is 
added, denoting fa me thing, or in fome degree ; as, de- 
light, delight fame ■, game, gamefome ■, irk, irkfome ; bur- 
den, burd'nfom ; trouble, trouble/ome ; light, light fame ; 
hand, band fame-, a one, lone/ome -, toil, toil fame. 

On the contrary, the termination lefls added to fuh- 
ftantis es makes atijeclives fignilying want as worth- 
id, witle/s, heerikfa, joyle/s , carele/s, belpk/s. Thus 
comfort, comfort left fap, faple/s. 

Privation or contrariety is very often denoted by the 
particle un prefixed to many adjectives, or in before 
words derived from the Latin as, piealant, unplea/ant % 
wife, unzvife ; profitable, unprofitable-, patient, impa- 
tient. fhm unworthy, unhealthy, unfruitful, unn/c/ul, 
and many more. 

7 he original fnglilh privative i ur ; but at we often borrow from 
the Latin, or its dulcettd ints, words alrcadv fignifyinjr privation, as 
; ■ r * t ? . : it /. t wp: stis , ^ j tu \ j. r , the in fe pa ra b!e par ct ck un a n d Jn 
felhai into confafiOn, from whfch it is not eafy to ‘dffcntangW 


1 1 I C r 1 9 1 


L ■ prehxcd to nil word j originally EngliHi 

hnbim ; r/, unvavfltre. 


e as untrue ^ untruth. 


as un- 


I. is p; dExcd to at I pirticipSci niatie pnr tive ad jc Olives, a 
ft,i rtgi utioideJ^ uitdeb, a unenJearid 

Wrought .wver to bepreli rd to a paroo-ple prefent, to mark * 
forbearance 0 . adjoin, as uyg nug, but a pnv u uon of habn as 

If ?:p i tying. 

fad, l5 prefixed to moft fubftantires tvhJch have an En<difh fen&a- 
tiicn. as unjertthnejs, , 0 , pfa.rtt,, which, if they have borrowed 
terramanons, take,»« or im , as infertility, ituperftdhn f u/iaott, 
ci'L fat/ ; umdt'ue, tradtnniy. 

In boi tuning adjedives, il we receive them alrcadv compounded 
?*"' but ,f vve l, or-Ow the atljed.ve, Jn d add the pnvit-ve pa. ‘cle. 


we commonly prefix un, as mpthtt, ungallant. 


prepo fin ve particles dis and mis, derived from the 
des and mes of the French, fignify almoft the fame A «„ • 
jetti/j ra her imports contrariety than privation, fince it 
anivvers to the Latin prepoption de. Mis infinuates 

th* T T r ° r ’ a 1 J f ° r , the moit P arL ma y be rendered by 
the I .atin words male or perpemm. 1 0 like, to difUke - 

honour, difac mir to honour to w it-* /„ fan J 

to oatgn, to dijdeign ■, cluncc, hap, nnfebance. 


O N G U E. 

mi/hap-, to take, to wifi ad deed, m/deed ; to "fj* 
mfufi to employ, to m-f employ to app.\, 

^“VVords derived from Latin written with f or dis re- 
tain the fame iignification. as diflingufa, diftmguo ; dc- 
traht, detraho i defame, defame ; detain , detineo. 

The termination ly added to fubftantives, and fon.v- 
times to adjectives,- forms adjectives that import fome 
kind of fitmlitude or agreement, being formed by cun - 
tradtion of lit k or like. 

A giant, giant ly, giantlike earth, earthly % heaven j 
heavenly, world, worldly, God, godly good, goody. 

The fame termination ly added to adjectives, forms 
adverbs of like Iignification ; as, beautiful, beautifully 
fweet ,/weetly, that is, in a beautiful mamer 5 with fame 

degree of fweet nefs. , . 

7 he termination fa added to adjective*, impoi LS di- 
minution ; and added to fubll^htives, inipoits li m i ll - 
tude or tendency to a character; greeii, ^ cuiijh 3 
white, whitijb ; iolt, fcjtiju ; a thief, thicoijh \ a wo Ay 


wohijh \ a child, childifh * . 

We have forms of diminutives in fubftantives, though 
not frequent ; as, a hi 1 ft ^ hillock ; a cock* a cockrel \ a 
pike, pickrel ; this is a French termination ; a goofr* 
& gojlmg ; this is a German termination : a lamb* 
lambkin \ a chick, a chicken ; a man, a manikin ; a pipe, 
pipMn ; and thus Ha 1 kin, whence the patronimick 
Haiuhnsj Wilhn , Thomkin^ and others* 

ealth. Yet fidl there h another form of diminution among the 

by lehening the found nfell, eipeeiatly of vowels ; there is a \ orm 

1 by enlarging, or even lengthening it ; and, tA.it 


of augmenting them 
fomet mes not io much by change of the letter , oi their yronan- 
c ration ; /up, ftp, /og£k fppctj where, bclides the extenuation 
of the vowel, there L added the I rene h termination ' ; Ay , / if > ; 
ffty ifut ; baht f hab\ m hmh, great pronounced long, dpecr 

ally if with aihonger (ounii, gwi ; httlt pronounced long, itt-t c ; 
tiug, tatigf fang, imports a tuccei&on ol traaller and then grctiur 
founds ; <itod fo in jingle* jswglt* /-^ L v r turgk, and man/ edict mad a 
words* 

Ac it a j /srwtHftr of this is arbitrary ami fan ft d/, thiiutfag cwtwtlj on 
oral utter ant t) and therefore fatrcciy ortly the no tied of h a..is+ 

Of concrete adjectives are made abftra-3: f.i’tftan- 
tives, by adding the termination refs, and a few in 
hood or bead, noting character or qualities ; as, white, 
whitenefi » hard, hardne/s great, great nefs j fkillul, 
jkilfulmfs, unjkil/ulne/s ; godhead, manhood, maidenhead, 
widowhood , knighthood, prieflbood, likelihood, fal/ehood. 

There are other abftrafts, partly derived Irotn ad- 
jedtives, and partly from verbs, which are formed by 
the addition of the termination th, a fmall change be- 
ing fornctimcs made ; as, long, length itiong, ftrength 
broad, wide, breadth, width deep, depth -, true, truth-, 
warm, warmth ; dear, dearth -, flow, flowth ; merry, 
mirth heal, health ; well, weal, wealth dry, drought b ; 
young, youth ; and fo moon, month . 

Like thefe are fume words derived from verbs dv, 
death-, till, tilth-, grow, growth mow, later mowtb, 
after mow'th -, commonly fpoken and written later math, 
Aftermath-, Ileal, fterJth -, bear, birth -, rue, ruth ; and 
probably garth from to ear or plow fly, flight ; weigh,, 
weight ■, fray, fright -, to draw, draught. 

V 

Th L .c fhoulJ rather be written /ighth, frighth, only tiia: cullom 
prevrilv,. ieil h lhould be twice repeated. 

T he fame fonn retain j.'titb. j y t. -n r**etthe, t.v ' c.th , broth, fi-otb 9 
brcatL, footb, vtortb, lin t, -wight, and the like, whole primitives are 
either entirely cbfoletc, or feldcm occur. Perhaps they are derived, 
from fry or fey, fin V wry, n.reak, brew, mew, fry, bray , fay, work. 

Some enuing in Jhip imply an office, employment, 
or condition ; as, k ngjhip, ward/hip, guardianfh.p, part- 
ner jhip, fteward/hip lead/hip, lord/hip. 

, Thus «i verfap, that is, v. ertbjbip ; whence V.'irfitipfJ, to ^uor- 
Jk;p. 

Some few ending in dom, rick , wick, do especially de- 
note dominion, at leaft ftate or condition ; as kingdom, 
dukedom, earldom, pr needem, popedom, chriftendom, free * 
uom, wijdom, whoredom, bijboprick , bailywick. 

.A/ifKj and age are plainly French terminations, and 
are of the fame import with us as among them, fcarcely 

ever occurmg, except in words derived from the French, 
as commandment, u/age. 
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